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Look! Up there in the sky! .~reat balls of fire! 
by Don McAninch 

U. W.,Intern 
v. endell McOougald of 

560 S.E. Andrews St. was 
driving eastbound on Inter­
state 90 at about 10 p.~. on 
De ember 19 when a brilliant 
wh ite ball of light whooshed 
across the freeway only a few 
hundred feet over .his head. 

The object was flying at ~ 
low angle , McDougald said. 
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1 apoea red about four feet m 
d 'ameter, trailed an illumin-
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dred feet long and sparked 
off pieces of burning 
material as it flew. 

McDougald said he thinks 
the object was a meteorite. 

McDougald .was Qne of 
several people who phoned 
the Issaquah poli~e that night 
to report the un!dentifi$,9..Jh-_ 
in& .. ...Qhl~t. police records 
show. 

The lssay uah police call~d 
the Uni\ ersity of Washington 

police, who relayed the story 
to the university's astronomy 
department. Helga Byre, a 
spokesper~on for the Depart­
ment of Astronomy, said 
several people reported 1he 
flying object to them. 

McDougald also reported 
the sighting to the .lssaquah 
Fire Department. The fire­
fighters who were at the sta­
tion called in fire ch ief Tony 
Singleton. w a<' was at home. 
McDougald led Singleton to 

the area where he thinks the 
object hit, but they couldn't 
find it. 

"These guy~ knew l .wasn't 
lying, • ,._ McDougald said. • '1 

was so hyped-up it wasn't 
funny." He said the sight of 
the burning object blasting 
across the sky above h1m sent 
chills up his spine. 

McDougald refused to tell 
where he thinks the object 
struck earth. He said he plans 
to keep investigating and 
looking for the "meteorite." 

' He added that a U. W. scien­
tist wants to join ·him in ­
searching for the obJect, and 

•· will be allowed to. 

1 Until the object sig.hted by 
· McDougald is found, there is 
i no physical evidence to in­
\d_icate what it was. By~ con­
iflrmed that "some people d1d 
~ee it, .. but added that none 
bf them ..,ere connected with 
the university. 
' The university's ob~erva-

tory is "useless" for spotting 
and tracking objects inside 
the earth's atmosphere, she 
explained, because its tele­
scope can only .be focused on 

·a small area of the sky. • 
"All we kn-ow is that peo­

ple called in," Byre said .... t 
could be space garbage, or it 
could be the hoped-for 
meteorite. We don't know we 
have a meteorite until we find 

. something on the ground." 
("Space garbage" is junk left 
in space by human activity. 
For instance, expired sat· 
telites have been orbiting the 
earth for decades. ) 

Bill Hawks, 'an FAA 
spokesman, said the agency 
received one repo.rt from a 

·person who saw _ ... the flying 
object from the· ground, and 
two from airline pilots who 
spotted- the thing from the 
air. He said ttte pilots only 
described .the unusual flying 
object, they d!d. 'not say what 

they thought i~'.~as. 

.:·Howtver, !,1awks said that 
to the:Pest o'f his knowl~dge 
t~e ol!~ct ~js never . tr~cked 
f?y FAA rad,rs. . 
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;.· . .An;:lssa':iuah police repor t 
f;;_. on tJ:)e sightu g ay. tha. ~ 
.., ' '.J . ;t 

·McDougald said he:·.}.seisrnogr~ph at ~he U.\\ . d.d 

reported _ihe sighting to th~x- ·nor#,te.ct.:any seis~ic acti' ity 

Federal Aviation Ad mini-~ at ttle . ur1e the flymg obJect 

stration and someone there.'. was)~.ighted. That probabiy 

told him the object was ·· meahs that if the object d1d 

tracked by F AA radar until it stritcE: nrth, it had already 

fell below 200 feet the lowest been_ bljrned dow~ to a fairly . 

level ~t which ordinary radir: sm~tl size by th~ · heat gener~ ; 
can tr~ck an object. · · atect~r air friction. · · 

r Meteroid s lashdown near Sequim? 
Local police agenc1es in­

vestigated several sitings of a 
low-flying me~coroid Sat.1rda·. 
nigr :. but foun n .• trr. e of : 
lai ,, ' mr k" itt .• .: al:',a. loneu. 
the sea rch. 

Cathy Log~. Port Tow1 ~ < nd, 
c~id she S3\~ a brig . \' 
? \~ ing · bjer' about •)r.e fo · 1 

u._lrr rkr ~ nd' l . a lf).. L •. > 

~ p .( i l , (' I • L . .a~hW.J 1· ... 
' .TJ t ~ 'J; • .'l,, 

Solmar Dnve at a bout 10 p.n .. 
Saturday. It was traveling 
southwest ab~.. ut 20 feet above the 
teh , !11. n L .. s, ~t. ~aid 
T!.~_ ll bj•::. t wa, fa.liii.b a ~.t 

angle and luoke.: like it would fall 
into a flt'a rb:, fteld, she sa1d, 

ug d', · , :-.ee . : · qd 

,• 

rdurning tu Port To~ 11send. 

Bill Logan, dispa cher for the 
Cla! lam f'ounty .Sher · F ~ Office, 
saHl he r• e1ve ' tw< ther calL 

p0rti g sitings of a meteoroid­
like obJect at about the same fime 
a the Loggs' stting. 
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